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President Kennedy's: of the'ﬂproblcnis of "at' fre%
society, a ‘problem not me
news conference, by -a.dictatorship, is the prob-
April 21, 1961 lem: of information.
A good deal has been print-
ed in'the paper and T would
. L not-.beh surprised g:‘ those of:
' PN ' you who are members of the
Information press. ‘would be ‘receiving -a
Q. Mr. Presidcnt, siT, SINCE ['Jot oI DacRground ricfine
last Saturday a certain for- [in .the mnext day-or two by
eign policy decision has | interested people-or interest-
given® rise to many conflict- g saeneies, et
i ing stories. But during that - There is an old saying.tha i
time ' Teporters. in - Washing- ~victory - has. 100, fathers -and?,
ton have. noticed that there '“defeat fs-an orphan. T.would?
has becn a clamming up of not.be surprié;ed'j_{‘f‘iﬁforma
information- from : formerly i tion is poured into 'you in”
- useful sources. .- .. | regard to all of the recent:
" To my knowledge the State'  activities.- o :
Department and the White  Now, I think we sce some
House hds not attempted to “of the problems, to move
také a representative group- from.this particular, case into
of reporters and.say, “These the problem of space, where
are the facts as we know  in the Soviet Union no re-
them,” and this morning we ports were made_ in regard
are not permitted to ask any, = to any experiments that they
further questions about this  carried out “on” ¥olir man in
fo;‘eign'policy_s'_ituation.“‘ © gpace” v o a
" In view of the fact we are.  And I saw-in -a national.
taking a propaganda lambast- magazine - where some stu--
ing around the world, why is  dent-said the Americans talk
it not useful information, sir, a good deal about their man
o for' us to explore with you in space, and the Soviet
- the real facts behind this, or Union says ‘nothing and yet
our motivations? it wins. That is one of the
“A. Well, T think in answer  problems of a democracy
+to your. question- that we - competing and carrying on a
have to malke a judgment as  struggle for survival against
to how much we can usefully  a dictatorship. .- '
. say. that would aid the .inter-" But I will say to your, Mr.
ést of the United States.\One‘ Vanocur, that T Have daid ‘as
T “much as I fecl can’ be- use--
. fully said by me in regard
to the events of the past few
- days. S : :
é Further statements and de-

PN

B

Ptaited discussions are not to
conceal responsibility be-
{cause I am the respgnsible
j officer of the ‘Government,
3; hit merely=~and that is quite
i obvious—but merely because
! T do not believe thal such a
‘ discussion” would . benefit us
. during the - present: difficult
, situation. . ) )
1 think you will be in-
¢ formed, and some of the in-
3formation, based on what I
;r have seen, will not be accu-
i;rate. ;
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